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Grade Level Common Core State Standards in ELA-Literacy

Grade 6

L.6.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-
meaning words and phrases based on grade 6 reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
SL.6.2 Interpret information presented in diverse media and 
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and explain how it 
contributes to a topic, text, or issue under study.
SL.6.3 Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, 
distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and evidence 
from claims that are not.
SL.6.4 Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and 
using pertinent descriptions, facts, and details to accentuate main 
ideas or themes; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and 
clear pronunciation.

Grade 7 

L.7.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-
meaning words and phrases based on grade 7 reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
SL.7.2 Analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in 
diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and 
explain how the ideas clarify a topic, text, or issue under study.
SL.7.3 Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, 
evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and the relevance and 
sufficiency of the evidence.
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Grade 7, continued

SL.7.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a 
focused, coherent manner with pertinent descriptions, facts, details, 
and examples; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and 
clear pronunciation.

Grade 8 

L.8.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-
meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
SL.8.3 Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, 
evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and relevance and 
sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when irrelevant evidence 
is introduced.
SL.8.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in 
a focused, coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid 
reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, 
adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.

Grade 6-8

RST.6-8.2 Determine the central ideas or conclusions of a text; 
provide an accurate summary of the text distinct from prior 
knowledge or opinions.
RST.6-8.3 Follow precisely a multistep procedure when carrying 
out experiments, taking measurements, or performing technical 
tasks.
RST.6-8.4 Determine the meaning of symbols, key terms, and other 
domain-specific words and phrases as they are used in a specific 
scientific or technical context relevant to grades 6–8 texts and 
topics.
RST.6-8.7 Integrate quantitative or technical information expressed 
in words in a text with a version of that information expressed 
visually (e.g., in a flowchart, diagram, model, graph, or table).
RST.6-8.8 Distinguish among facts, reasoned judgment based on 
research findings, and speculation in a text.
RST.6-8.9 Compare and contrast the information gained from 
experiments, simulations, video, or multimedia sources with that 
gained from reading a text on the same topic.
WHST.6-8.1 Write arguments focused on discipline-specific 
content.
WHST.6-8.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined 
experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive 
details, and well-structured event sequences.
WHST.6-8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing 
types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)

Grade 9-10

SL.9-10.2 Integrate multiple sources of information presented 
in diverse media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) 
evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source.
SL.9-10.3 Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use 
of evidence and rhetoric, identifying any fallacious reasoning or 
exaggerated or distorted evidence.
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Grade 9-10, continued

SL.9-10.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence 
clearly, concisely, and logically such that listeners can follow the 
line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and 
style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.
RST.9-10.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of 
science and technical texts, attending to the precise details of 
explanations or descriptions.
RST.9-10.2 Determine the central ideas or conclusions of a text; 
trace the text’s explanation or depiction of a complex process, 
phenomenon, or concept; provide an accurate summary of the text.
RST.9-10.7 Translate quantitative or technical information 
expressed in words in a text into visual form (e.g., a table or chart) 
and translate information expressed visually or mathematically (e.g., 
in an equation) into words.
RST.9-10.8 Assess the extent to which the reasoning and evidence in 
a text support the author’s claim or a recommendation for solving a 
scientific or technical problem.
RST.9-10.9 Compare and contrast findings presented in a text to 
those from other sources (including their own experiments), noting 
when the findings support or contradict previous explanations or 
accounts.
WHST.9-10.1 Write arguments focused on discipline-specific 
content.
WHST.9-10.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience.


