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Common Core 
State Standards 

Alignment

Lesson Common Core State Standards in ELA/Literacy

Lesson 1

SL.8.2 Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media 
and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the 
motives (e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its presentation.
SL.9-10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collabora-
tive discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse 
partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ 
ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.9-10.1c Propel conversations by posing and responding to ques-
tions that relate the current discussion to broader themes or larger 
ideas; actively incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, ver-
ify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.
SL.9-10.1d Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize 
points of agreement and disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify 
or justify their own views and understanding and make new connec-
tions in light of the evidence and reasoning presented.
W.9-10.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the develop-
ment, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience
RI.9-10.7 Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different 
mediums (e.g., a person’s life story in both print and multimedia), 
determining which details are emphasized in each account.
W.9-10.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the develop-
ment, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience.
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2 Lesson Common Core State Standards in ELA/Literacy

Lesson 1, 
continued

W.9-10.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing 
on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and 
audience.

Lesson 2

RL.9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support anal-
ysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 
the text.
RL.9-10.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze 
in detail its development over the course of the text, including how 
it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an 
objective summary of the text.
RL.9-10.6 Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience 
reflected in a work of literature from outside the United States, draw-
ing on a wide reading of world literature.
RI.9-10.2 Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its devel-
opment over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is 
shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary 
of the text.
SL.9-10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collabora-
tive discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse 
partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ 
ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.9-10.1c Propel conversations by posing and responding to ques-
tions that relate the current discussion to broader themes or larger 
ideas; actively incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, ver-
ify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.
SL.9-10.1d Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize 
points of agreement and disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify 
or justify their own views and understanding and make new connec-
tions in light of the evidence and reasoning presented.
W.9-10.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the develop-
ment, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience.
W.9-10.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing 
on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and 
audience.

Lesson 3
RL.9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support anal-
ysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 
the text.
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Common Core State Standards Alignment

Lesson Common Core State Standards in ELA/Literacy

Lesson 3, 
continued

RL.9-10.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze 
in detail its development over the course of the text, including how 
it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an 
objective summary of the text.
RL.9-10.3 Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple 
or conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact 
with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme.
RL.9-10.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are 
used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; ana-
lyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and 
tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time and place; how it 
sets a formal or informal tone).
RL.9-10.5 Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to struc-
ture a text, order events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate 
time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create such effects as mystery, tension, 
or surprise.
SL.9-10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collabora-
tive discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse 
partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ 
ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.9-10.1c Propel conversations by posing and responding to ques-
tions that relate the current discussion to broader themes or larger 
ideas; actively incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, ver-
ify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.
SL.9-10.1d Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize 
points of agreement and disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify 
or justify their own views and understanding and make new connec-
tions in light of the evidence and reasoning presented.
W.9-10.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the develop-
ment, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience.
W.9-10.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing 
on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and 
audience.

Lesson 4

RI.9-10.7 Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different 
mediums (e.g., a person’s life story in both print and multimedia), 
determining which details are emphasized in each account.
RH.9-10.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of pri-
mary and secondary sources, attending to such features as the date 
and origin of the information.
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Lesson 4, 
continued

SL.8.2 Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media 
and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the 
motives (e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its presentation.
SL.9-10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collabora-
tive discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse 
partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ 
ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.9-10.1c Propel conversations by posing and responding to ques-
tions that relate the current discussion to broader themes or larger 
ideas; actively incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, ver-
ify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.
SL.9-10.1d Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize 
points of agreement and disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify 
or justify their own views and understanding and make new connec-
tions in light of the evidence and reasoning presented.
W.9-10.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the develop-
ment, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience
W.9-10.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing 
on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and 
audience.

Lesson 5

RI.9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support anal-
ysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 
the text.
RI.9-10.2 Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its devel-
opment over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is 
shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary 
of the text.
RI.9-10.3 Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of 
ideas or events, including the order in which the points are made, 
how they are introduced and developed, and the connections that are 
drawn between them.
RI.9-10.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are 
used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical mean-
ings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on 
meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court opinion differs 
from that of a newspaper).
RI.9-10.5 Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are devel-
oped and refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger por-
tions of a text (e.g., a section or chapter).
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Lesson Common Core State Standards in ELA/Literacy

Lesson 5, 
continued

RI.9-10.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text 
and analyze how an author uses rhetoric to advance that point of 
view or purpose.
RI.9-10.9 Analyze seminal U.S. documents of historical and literary 
significance (e.g., Washington’s Farewell Address, the Gettysburg 
Address, Roosevelt’s Four Freedoms speech, King’s Letter from 
Birmingham Jail), including how they address related themes and 
concepts.
RH.9-10.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of pri-
mary and secondary sources, attending to such features as the date 
and origin of the information.
SL.9-10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collabora-
tive discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse 
partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ 
ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
RH.9-10.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or 
secondary source; provide an accurate summary of how key events or 
ideas develop over the course of the text.
RH.9-10.5 Analyze how a text uses structure to emphasize key points 
or advance an explanation or analysis.
RH.9-10.6 Compare the point of view of two or more authors for how 
they treat the same or similar topics, including which details they 
include and emphasize in their respective accounts.
RH.9-10.8 Assess the extent to which the reasoning and evidence in a 
text support the author’s claims.
RH.9-10.9 Compare and contrast treatments of the same topic in sev-
eral primary and secondary sources.
SL.9-10.1c Propel conversations by posing and responding to ques-
tions that relate the current discussion to broader themes or larger 
ideas; actively incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, ver-
ify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.
SL.9-10.1d Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize 
points of agreement and disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify 
or justify their own views and understanding and make new connec-
tions in light of the evidence and reasoning presented.
SL.9-10.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence 
clearly, concisely, and logically such that listeners can follow the line 
of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style 
are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.
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Lesson 5, 
continued

W.9-10.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the develop-
ment, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience.
W.9-10.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing 
on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and 
audience.

Lesson 6

RL.9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support anal-
ysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 
the text.
RL.9-10.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze 
in detail its development over the course of the text, including how 
it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an 
objective summary of the text.
RL.9-10.3 Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple 
or conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact 
with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme.
RL.9-10.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are 
used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; ana-
lyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and 
tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time and place; how it 
sets a formal or informal tone).
RL.9-10.5 Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to struc-
ture a text, order events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate 
time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create such effects as mystery, tension, 
or surprise.
SL.9-10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collabora-
tive discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse 
partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ 
ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.9-10.1c Propel conversations by posing and responding to ques-
tions that relate the current discussion to broader themes or larger 
ideas; actively incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, ver-
ify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.
SL.9-10.1d Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize 
points of agreement and disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify 
or justify their own views and understanding and make new connec-
tions in light of the evidence and reasoning presented.
W.9-10.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the develop-
ment, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience.
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Lesson Common Core State Standards in ELA/Literacy

Lesson 6, 
continued

W.9-10.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing 
on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and 
audience.

Lesson 7

RL.9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support anal-
ysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 
the text.
RL.9-10.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze 
in detail its development over the course of the text, including how 
it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an 
objective summary of the text.
RL.9-10.3 Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple 
or conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact 
with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme.
RL.9-10.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are 
used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; ana-
lyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and 
tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time and place; how it 
sets a formal or informal tone).
RL.9-10.5 Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to struc-
ture a text, order events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate 
time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create such effects as mystery, tension, 
or surprise.
SL.9-10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collabora-
tive discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse 
partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ 
ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.9-10.1c Propel conversations by posing and responding to ques-
tions that relate the current discussion to broader themes or larger 
ideas; actively incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, ver-
ify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.
SL.9-10.1d Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize 
points of agreement and disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify 
or justify their own views and understanding and make new connec-
tions in light of the evidence and reasoning presented.
W.9-10.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the develop-
ment, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience.
W.9-10.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing 
on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and 
audience.
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Lesson 8

RI.9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support anal-
ysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 
the text.
RI.9-10.2 Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its devel-
opment over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is 
shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary 
of the text.
RI.9-10.3 Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of 
ideas or events, including the order in which the points are made, 
how they are introduced and developed, and the connections that are 
drawn between them.
RI.9-10.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are 
used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical mean-
ings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on 
meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court opinion differs 
from that of a newspaper).
RI.9-10.5 Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are devel-
oped and refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger por-
tions of a text (e.g., a section or chapter).
RI.9-10.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text 
and analyze how an author uses rhetoric to advance that point of 
view or purpose.
RH.9-10.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of pri-
mary and secondary sources, attending to such features as the date 
and origin of the information.
RH.9-10.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or 
secondary source; provide an accurate summary of how key events or 
ideas develop over the course of the text.
RH.9-10.5 Analyze how a text uses structure to emphasize key points 
or advance an explanation or analysis.
RH.9-10.6 Compare the point of view of two or more authors for how 
they treat the same or similar topics, including which details they 
include and emphasize in their respective accounts.
RH.9-10.8 Assess the extent to which the reasoning and evidence in a 
text support the author’s claims.
RH.9-10.9 Compare and contrast treatments of the same topic in sev-
eral primary and secondary sources.
SL.8.2 Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media 
and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the 
motives (e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its presentation.
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Lesson 8, 
continued

SL.9-10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collabora-
tive discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse 
partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ 
ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.9-10.1c Propel conversations by posing and responding to ques-
tions that relate the current discussion to broader themes or larger 
ideas; actively incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, ver-
ify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.
SL.9-10.1d Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize 
points of agreement and disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify 
or justify their own views and understanding and make new connec-
tions in light of the evidence and reasoning presented.
SL.9-10.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence 
clearly, concisely, and logically such that listeners can follow the line 
of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style 
are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.
W.9-10.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the develop-
ment, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience.
W.9-10.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing 
on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and 
audience.

Lesson 9

RL.9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support anal-
ysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 
the text.
RL.9-10.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze 
in detail its development over the course of the text, including how 
it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an 
objective summary of the text.
RL.9-10.3 Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple 
or conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact 
with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme.
RL.9-10.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are 
used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; ana-
lyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and 
tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time and place; how it 
sets a formal or informal tone).
RL.9-10.5 Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to struc-
ture a text, order events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate 
time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create such effects as mystery, tension, 
or surprise.



In the Mind’s Eye

10 Lesson Common Core State Standards in ELA/Literacy

Lesson 9, 
continued

SL.9-10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collabora-
tive discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse 
partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ 
ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.9-10.1c Propel conversations by posing and responding to ques-
tions that relate the current discussion to broader themes or larger 
ideas; actively incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, ver-
ify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.
SL.9-10.1d Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize 
points of agreement and disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify 
or justify their own views and understanding and make new connec-
tions in light of the evidence and reasoning presented.
W.9-10.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the develop-
ment, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience.
W.9-10.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing 
on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and 
audience.

Lesson 10

RI.9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support anal-
ysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 
the text.
RI.9-10.2 Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its devel-
opment over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is 
shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary 
of the text.
RI.9-10.3 Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of 
ideas or events, including the order in which the points are made, 
how they are introduced and developed, and the connections that are 
drawn between them.
RI.9-10.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are 
used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical mean-
ings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on 
meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court opinion differs 
from that of a newspaper).
RI.9-10.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text 
and analyze how an author uses rhetoric to advance that point of 
view or purpose.
SL.9-10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collabora-
tive discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse 
partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ 
ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
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Lesson 10, 
continued

SL.9-10.1c Propel conversations by posing and responding to ques-
tions that relate the current discussion to broader themes or larger 
ideas; actively incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, ver-
ify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.
SL.9-10.1d Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize 
points of agreement and disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify 
or justify their own views and understanding and make new connec-
tions in light of the evidence and reasoning presented.
SL.9-10.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence 
clearly, concisely, and logically such that listeners can follow the line 
of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style 
are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.
W.9-10.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the develop-
ment, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience.
W.9-10.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing 
on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and 
audience.

Lesson 11

RL.9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support anal-
ysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 
the text.
RL.9-10.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze 
in detail its development over the course of the text, including how 
it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an 
objective summary of the text.
RL.9-10.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are 
used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; ana-
lyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and 
tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time and place; how it 
sets a formal or informal tone).
SL.9-10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collabora-
tive discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse 
partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ 
ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.9-10.1c Propel conversations by posing and responding to ques-
tions that relate the current discussion to broader themes or larger 
ideas; actively incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, ver-
ify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.
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Lesson 11, 
continued

SL.9-10.1d Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize 
points of agreement and disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify 
or justify their own views and understanding and make new connec-
tions in light of the evidence and reasoning presented.
W.9-10.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the develop-
ment, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience.
W.9-10.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing 
on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and 
audience.


