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Differentiating Instruction With Menus: Social Studies • Grades K–2

Grade Level Common Core State Standards

College and Career 
Readiness Anchor 
Standards for Language

CCRA.L.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

CCRA.L.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

CCRA.L.3 Apply knowledge of language to understand how language 
functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or 
style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.

CCRA.L.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-
meaning words and phrases by using context clues, analyzing meaningful 
word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference materials, as 
appropriate.

CCRA.L.6 Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and 
domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, 
and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate 
independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering an 
unknown term important to comprehension or expression.

Kindergarten 
ELA-Literacy

R.F.K.1 Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of 
print.

R.F.K.2 Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds 
(phonemes).

R.I.K.1 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key 
details in a text.

R.I.K.2 With prompting and support, identify the main topic and retell key 
details of a text.

R.I.K.3 With prompting and support, describe the connection between two 
individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text.

Common Core 
State Standards 

Alignment
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Grade Level Common Core State Standards

Kindergarten ELA-
Literacy, continued

R.I.K.4 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about 
unknown words in a text.

R.I.K.5 Identify the front cover, back cover, and title page of a book.

R.I.K.7 With prompting and support, describe the relationship between 
illustrations and the text in which they appear (e.g., what person, place, 
thing, or idea in the text an illustration depicts).

R.I.K.9 With prompting and support, identify basic similarities in and 
differences between two texts on the same topic (e.g., in illustrations, 
descriptions, or procedures).

R.I.K.10 Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and 
understanding

W.K.1 Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose 
opinion pieces in which they tell a reader the topic or the name of the book 
they are writing about and state an opinion or preference about the topic or 
book (e.g., My favorite book is...).

W.K.2 Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose 
informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing 
about and supply some information about the topic.

W.K.3 Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a 
single event or several loosely linked events, tell about the events in the 
order in which they occurred, and provide a reaction to what happened.

W.K.7 Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., explore a 
number of books by a favorite author and express opinions about them).

W.K.8 With guidance and support from adults, recall information from 
experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a 
question.

SL.K.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about 
kindergarten topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger 
groups.

SL.K.2 Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or information presented 
orally or through other media by asking and answering questions about key 
details and requesting clarification if something is not understood.

SL.K.3 Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get information, or 
clarify something that is not understood.

SL.K.4 Describe familiar people, places, things, and events and, with 
prompting and support, provide additional detail.

SL.K.5 Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions as desired to 
provide additional detail.

SL.K.6 Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly.

L.K.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

L.K.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

L.K.5 With guidance and support from adults, explore word relationships 
and nuances in word meanings.

L.K.6 Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and 
being read to, and responding to texts.

Grade 1 ELA-Literacy
R.F.1.1 Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of 
print.
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Grade Level Common Core State Standards

Grade 1 ELA-Literacy, 
continued

R.F.1.2 Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds 
(phonemes).

R.F.1.3 Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in 
decoding words.

R.F.1.4 Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.

R.I.1.1 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text.

R.I.1.2 Identify the main topic and retell key details of a text.

R.I.1.3 Describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or 
pieces of information in a text.

R.I.1.4 Ask and answer questions to help determine or clarify the meaning of 
words and phrases in a text.

R.I.1.5 Know and use various text features (e.g., headings, tables of contents, 
glossaries, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a 
text.

R.I.1.6 Distinguish between information provided by pictures or other 
illustrations and information provided by the words in a text.

R.I.1.7 Use the illustrations and details in a text to describe its key ideas.

R.I.1.9 Identify basic similarities in and differences between two texts on the 
same topic (e.g., in illustrations, descriptions, or procedures).

R.I.1.10 With prompting and support, read informational texts appropriately 
complex for grade 1.

W.1.1 Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or name 
the book they are writing about, state an opinion, supply a reason for the 
opinion, and provide some sense of closure.

W.1.2 Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name a topic, 
supply some facts about the topic, and provide some sense of closure.

W.1.3 Write narratives in which they recount two or more appropriately 
sequenced events, include some details regarding what happened, use 
temporal words to signal event order, and provide some sense of closure.

W.1.5 With guidance and support from adults, focus on a topic, respond to 
questions and suggestions from peers, and add details to strengthen writing 
as needed.

W.1.7 Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., explore a 
number of how-to books on a given topic and use them to write a sequence 
of instructions).

W.1.8 With guidance and support from adults, recall information from 
experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a 
question.

SL.1.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about 
grade 1 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.

SL.1.2 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or 
information presented orally or through other media.

SL.1.3 Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to gather 
additional information or clarify something that is not understood.

SL.1.4 Describe people, places, things, and events with relevant details, 
expressing ideas and feelings clearly.

SL.1.5 Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions when 
appropriate to clarify ideas, thoughts, and feelings.
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Grade Level Common Core State Standards

Grade 1 ELA-Literacy, 
continued

SL.1.6 Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation.

L.1.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

L.1.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

L.1.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on grade 1 reading and content, choosing flexibly 
from an array of strategies.

L.1.5 With guidance and support from adults, demonstrate understanding of 
word relationships and nuances in word meanings.

L.1.6 Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and 
being read to, and responding to texts, including using frequently occurring 
conjunctions to signal simple relationships (e.g., because).

Grade 2 ELA-Literacy

R.F.2.3 Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in 
decoding words.

R.F.2.4 Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.

R.I.2.1 Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and 
how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.

R.I.2.2 Identify the main topic of a multiparagraph text as well as the focus of 
specific paragraphs within the text.

R.I.2.3 Describe the connection between a series of historical events, 
scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text.

R.I.2.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to a 
grade 2 topic or subject area.

R.I.2.5 Know and use various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, 
subheadings, glossaries, indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts 
or information in a text efficiently.

R.I.2.6 Identify the main purpose of a text, including what the author wants 
to answer, explain, or describe.

R.I.2.7 Explain how specific images (e.g., a diagram showing how a machine 
works) contribute to and clarify a text.

R.I.2.8 Describe how reasons support specific points the author makes in a 
text.

R.I.2.9 Compare and contrast the most important points presented by two 
texts on the same topic.

R.I.2.10 By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, 
including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 
2–3 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high 
end of the range.

W.2.1 Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or book they are 
writing about, state an opinion, supply reasons that support the opinion, use 
linking words (e.g., because, and, also) to connect opinion and reasons, and 
provide a concluding statement or section.

W.2.2 Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a 
topic, use facts and definitions to develop points, and provide a concluding 
statement or section.
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Grade 2 ELA-Literacy, 
continued

W.2.3 Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or 
short sequence of events, include details to describe actions, thoughts, and 
feelings, use temporal words to signal event order, and provide a sense of 
closure.

W.2.7 Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., read a number 
of books on a single topic to produce a report; record science observations).

W.2.8 Recall information from experiences or gather information from 
provided sources to answer a question.

SL.2.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about 
grade 2 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.

SL.2.2 Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or 
information presented orally or through other media.

SL.2.3 Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to clarify 
comprehension, gather additional information, or deepen understanding of a 
topic or issue.

SL.2.4 Tell a story or recount an experience with appropriate facts and 
relevant, descriptive details, speaking audibly in coherent sentences.

SL.2.5 Create audio recordings of stories or poems; add drawings or other 
visual displays to stories or recounts of experiences when appropriate to 
clarify ideas, thoughts, and feelings.

SL.2.6 Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in 
order to provide requested detail or clarification.

L.2.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

L.2.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

L.2.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, 
speaking, reading, or listening.

L.2.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on grade 2 reading and content, choosing flexibly 
from an array of strategies.

L.2.5 Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word 
meanings.

L.2.6 Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and 
being read to, and responding to texts, including using adjectives and adverbs 
to describe (e.g., When other kids are happy that makes me happy).
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