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Chapter Common Core State Standards in ELA-Literacy

Chapter 3 - 
It’s Not Easy Being 
Queen

SL.8.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 
(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners 
on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas 
and expressing their own clearly.
RH.6-8.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of 
primary and secondary sources.
RH.6-8.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a pri-
mary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the 
source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.
RH.6-8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they 
are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains 
related to history/social studies.
RH.6-8.7 Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, 
photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print 
and digital texts.
RH.6-8.9 Analyze the relationship between a primary and sec-
ondary source on the same topic.
WHST.6-8.1 Write arguments focused on discipline-specific 
content
WHST.6-8.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined expe-
riences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive 
details, and well-structured event sequences.
WHST.6-8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing 
types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)
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Chapter Common Core State Standards in ELA-Literacy

Chapter 3 - 
It’s Not Easy Being 
Queen, continued

WHST.6-8.7 Conduct short research projects to answer a ques-
tion, drawing on several sources and refocusing the inquiry 
when appropriate.
WHST.6-8.8 Gather relevant information from multiple print 
and digital sources; assess the credibility of each source; and 
quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while 
avoiding plagiarism and providing basic bibliographic informa-
tion for sources.
WHST.6-8.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational 
texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

Chapter 4 - 
Competing Voices

SL.8.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 
(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners 
on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas 
and expressing their own clearly.
SL.8.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points 
in a focused, coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound 
valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye 
contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.
SL.8.5 Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presenta-
tions to clarify information, strengthen claims and evidence, 
and add interest.
RH.6-8.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of 
primary and secondary sources.
RH.6-8.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a pri-
mary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the 
source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.
RH.6-8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they 
are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains 
related to history/social studies.
RH.6-8.6 Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point 
of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or avoid-
ance of particular facts).
RH.6-8.7 Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, 
photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print 
and digital texts.
RH.6-8.9 Analyze the relationship between a primary and sec-
ondary source on the same topic.
WHST.6-8.1 Write arguments focused on discipline-specific 
content
WHST.6-8.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined expe-
riences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive 
details, and well-structured event sequences.
WHST.6-8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing 
types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)
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Chapter Common Core State Standards in ELA-Literacy

Chapter 4 - 
Competing Voices, 
continued

WHST.6-8.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to pro-
duce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate 
with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding 
skills to type a minimum of three pages in a single sitting.
WHST.6-8.7 Conduct short research projects to answer a ques-
tion, drawing on several sources and refocusing the inquiry 
when appropriate.
WHST.6-8.8 Gather relevant information from multiple print 
and digital sources; assess the credibility of each source; and 
quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while 
avoiding plagiarism and providing basic bibliographic informa-
tion for sources.
WHST.6-8.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational 
texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

Chapter 5 - 
The Supreme Court

SL.8.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 
(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners 
on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas 
and expressing their own clearly.
SL.8.3 Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, 
evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and relevance and 
sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when irrelevant evi-
dence is introduced.
SL.8.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points 
in a focused, coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound 
valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye 
contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.
RH.6-8.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of 
primary and secondary sources.
RH.6-8.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a pri-
mary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the 
source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.
RH.6-8.3 Identify key steps in a text’s description of a process 
related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes law, 
how interest rates are raised or lowered).
RH.6-8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they 
are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains 
related to history/social studies.
RH.6-8.8 Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judg-
ment in a text.
RH.6-8.9 Analyze the relationship between a primary and sec-
ondary source on the same topic.
WHST.6-8.1 Write arguments focused on discipline-specific 
content
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Chapter Common Core State Standards in ELA-Literacy

Chapter 5 - 
The Supreme Court, 
continued

WHST.6-8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing 
types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)
WHST.6-8.7 Conduct short research projects to answer a ques-
tion, drawing on several sources and refocusing the inquiry 
when appropriate.
WHST.6-8.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational 
texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

Chapter 6 - An African 
Economic Summit

SL.8.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 
(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners 
on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas 
and expressing their own clearly.
SL.8.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points 
in a focused, coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound 
valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye 
contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.
RH.6-8.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of 
primary and secondary sources.
RH.6-8.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a pri-
mary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the 
source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.
RH.6-8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they 
are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains 
related to history/social studies.
RH.6-8.7 Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, 
photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print 
and digital texts.
RH.6-8.9 Analyze the relationship between a primary and sec-
ondary source on the same topic.
WHST.6-8.1 Write arguments focused on discipline-specific 
content
WHST.6-8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing 
types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)
WHST.6-8.7 Conduct short research projects to answer a ques-
tion, drawing on several sources and refocusing the inquiry 
when appropriate.
WHST.6-8.8 Gather relevant information from multiple print 
and digital sources; assess the credibility of each source; and 
quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while 
avoiding plagiarism and providing basic bibliographic informa-
tion for sources.
WHST.6-8.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational 
texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.


