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This plan was delivered at the Varkey Foundation Global Education and Skills 
Forum, Dubai, in March 2019 as a masterclass demonstrating a No Outsiders 
workshop. The lesson can be viewed on YouTube (www.youtube.com/watch? 
v=skmL0OJqKG4) and could be used as the subject of a staff meeting preceding 

a discussion about how to use No Outsiders to build community cohesion with 

children and parents. 

The text Here We Are by Oliver Jeffers is a wonderful book encouraging the 

reader to explore and ask questions about the world around us. What is space; 
what is the sea; what is land; what do we need to live? But for the purpose of 
teaching about No Outsiders, there is a beautiful focus on people and the 

differences between them. Near the end of the book the reader realises who the 

author is speaking to and then the aims of the book are revealed; this is about 
preparing a child for life in the twenty-first century. 

The final pages of the text are magnificent; the child is encouraged to ask questions 
if they are unsure about anything; ‘And if I’m not around,’ the author explains, ‘You 
can always ask someone else. You’re never alone on earth.’ 

The masterclass was delivered to an international audience and the aim for me 

was to demonstrate how a No Outsiders ethos encourages children to ask 
questions, broaden horizons and reduce prejudice by engaging in dialogue with 

different people. The plan was adapted from a lesson plan for a parent/child No 

Outsiders workshop taken from Reclaiming Radical Ideas in Schools: Preparing 

Young Children for Life in Modern Britain (Moffat 2017), but as with every good 

lesson, the end result weaved away from the intended plan as discussion and 

debate took the class in different directions. This version of the plan was written 

in retrospect, after the masterclass. 
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Text: Here We Are – Oliver Jeffers 

Learning intention: To consider what we don’t know (yet) 

Success criteria: I know things/I know I don’t know things/I know how I can find out about 
new things/I am excited about my future 

Starter: In 2018 a photo went viral showing racist graffiti transformed into a celebration of 
different languages. Andersson (2018) reports on the story of 
Chris Walker, a resident from Walthamstow who altered an image from MP Stella Creasey’s 
Instagram. The image shows a fence with ‘speak English’ scrawled across the panels, but Chris 
has added lots of other languages to the graffiti: Punjabi, French, Romanian, Polish, etc. He has 
also added the word ‘We’ in front of the two original words. 

Ask the class to discuss with a partner what they see in the image, then feed back. 

What is the most important word in the graffiti? (We) Why is ‘we’ the most 
important word? 

Why do people write racist graffiti? Where do those ideas come from? (fear, they don’t 
understand about diversity and difference; they want everyone to be the same) 

What did the person who wrote the original graffiti want people to feel? (frightened, ‘you’re not 
welcome here’, like an outsider) 

There are lots of responses you could make if you saw the original graffiti; you could ignore it or 
you could paint it out. A MP chose to take a photo and share it on social media – why did the 
MP do that? 

What did Chris do with the graffiti? Why? 

How did Chris want people who saw the graffiti to feel? (like they belong) Chris wanted everyone 
to know they belong and they are welcome. 

The original photo with ‘speak English’ never went viral but the second photo with all the 
different languages did. What does this show about most people in the UK and their ideas about 
diversity and difference? 

Discussion text: Read Here We Are. Ask as you read through the book who is the writer talking 
to? 

At the end ask the class, ‘Why did Oliver Jeffers write this book? What message was he trying 
to convey’? 

Show again the last page: ‘If you’re not sure, ask someone else: you’re never alone on earth’ what 
does that mean? What is the author telling us to do? (talk/ask questions) 

Why do we ask questions? We ask questions to find out about things because there are some 
things that we know, some things that we don’t know. 

No Outsiders masterclass 
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Say you have a challenge for the group over the next two minutes; you want 
everyone in the room to find out something new. How do we do that? We use the resources in 
the room – each other. Find a partner and find out something new; ask a question. The challenge 
is to find what you can learn from the person next to you; teach them something but also they 
need to teach something to you. 

Give the group two minutes and then ask people to share what they have learned. 

Give each child and their adult time to discuss the book. 

Be excited about the fact that we have all just experienced new learning. How did we achieve 
that new learning? By talking to each other and asking questions. 

Main activity: Put the class in to groups of 6–8 and give each group a large piece of paper and 
paints. Explain the paper represents us here in this room today, but it is blank and needs to be 
filled. We are going to use art to explore the diversity that exists in this room. Ask each 
person to think about what they can paint on to the paper to represent them, but they are not 
going to paint their own symbol; they must paint symbols for other people. How do you find 
out what to paint? By asking each person how they want to be represented on the paper and 
then painting it for them. Everyone brings something to the room be it ethnicity, language, 
religion, culture, talent, ability, experience, likes, dislikes, etc. Each group creates a montage 
of art to represent the diversity that exists here today. (In the 
masterclass because of time and space I asked for volunteers at the front to ask different 
people in the room what to paint and then paint objects for them, rather than ask everyone to 
paint individually.) 

Give the groups time to create their montage. People will have to move around the room to ask every
one what to paint, but how each group organises this is up to them. At the end show the creations: 
are they the same? Why not? Which pictures best represent our diversity? 

Plenary: Why is exploring and accepting diversity important? Why do we need to teach our chil
dren in 2020 to love diversity? If people are frightened of difference what can we do? It’s our job 
to explain to people who feel fear that what makes our community great is its diversity. In our 
community you can have different skin, 
different faith, different language, a different family, disabilities, different gender, different age 
and that is what makes our community a fantastic place to live; 
everyone belongs here and there are no outsiders. We want to live in a world 
where people are different but they get along, but we have to work at it; how do we achieve it? 
We achieve it through dialogue and asking questions. 

Give the group one final task as they leave the room. Go back to the starter image of the graffiti 
and say you want us to create our own version. Put up a large piece of paper by the door and 
paint the name of the city where you are taking the lesson. As people leave ask them to write 
a word on the paper to show who is welcome in our city. 
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